GET TOUCHING

Paraat%lusrgngertips

eriomio s 1 quar. calm v avout et f spoke to Sertorio Mshothola of Ntwanano Tours, who
between being a chatty teur launched his groundbreaking project at the Tourism Indaba last
o e wta year. This Initiative creates travel for the blind and phrmzdatly
enaaurin g

vissally impatredl 15 apparencin tha way ho— disabled and lets them experience Mpumalanga’s sp

talks and interacts with them ard his kove ; ¥

and ntefeat ;n the beautrul provimte that LIF'IIE|IJL‘ '-'-'a:f B‘}r MEI’IS‘E IE Hﬂ LII
% Mplatnalanei shahas Throug P during au
conyersation,

He started hiz curesr in the Jaurim
Ifduslry &5 & guide anc hare he aoguined
mast of ks knowledgs on South African
fawna and flora, But by hils own confession
his knowledge of bird life (s 8 bit lacking

but b s definitedy waorking on (L Bird Book
frmily dutched ander his arm doring the
iriteries, RE gpendd many @ fres maniira
paging and reading thraugh it

Sertorio sstablished Nirwanant Tows
im 2004, but ot being satished with being
“Just snothar iow aperator”, e decaded

i I ]
ming for Serotano Is getting the word

bt abiout the existence of the taurs. -

that hie genusely waniod the splendour
of Mpuomalanga and the Lowveld to

be enjoyed by armpane andl Sveryine
“Moumalangs capluies the worlds visiin
of Africa. | gide't want this wondestand of
farn, flom snd gecloglcal wondess 10 go
umexpersanced by physacafly and visually
challenged South Africand. i befongd
tham o 5o, ke launched his vissonary
project of tour oppoaunities far the blind
Thetry commipring Tha Genesis of Life, The

Hraifbe 'Walk snd The Flora Kingdosm Tour 5 T Gttina tha botawical bon. Fhore hat I in 2 Pkroiimcr with Camilice: T8 :

I Sepember Lt v, 25 peer-old Heer vision is limited as she has an exirarely rars wye condition that has beft her retinas perma-
Hokuthala Dladla b has been biind vnce pently damaged

Birin bacame tho first vivually impaired

W i .

trawaller bo exparience & guided o Motuthaula's tour started sl Berg-en-Dal in exclugive Ehino Trall which was established
crgnlyed By Miwanans, The diy turned ouf the Buger Natianal Park K] - an 2mea iry 1958 and catirs far the blind by meard of
o be ame thad no one whowss involved ol which supports one of the groatest ol Biradlle reading boards and guide ropet that
over farget divarsties im the park and includes trees rum alongude i Visdatly impainsd wsitees
Typical of Niwanano's agenda, that ocour nowhere alie. The site has an can also tosch ard dmell vasou plants and
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Lertorsd |1 k=en 1o explain thelr medicinal
propertied 1 arvons whoowdll listen,

His rarga of tours inclodes » visit o
Kwakiadwala game farm (19 touch angd
Irieract weth tame elsphanis) &r tha
Loveyweld Watianal Botanical Garden and as
part of the Betantcal Gliss taur, Niwasana
Toirs & Traeel offers customisad 10w 1o
an Irdigenaus mut armedicinad garcen at
Srukuza, sbio in the southem parts of the
pack, as wall a5 a8 vasiety of nurseries on the
gkl of the KNP

A thsa o nd, Ehee oL Srga rLa M|
thing Tor Serotorio & geting the ward aul
about the existence ol the tours and ho
hopes ta organise graugs with: th halp of
the South Afscon Natianal Councl for the
Belirnel, Ly, Iiis work has been recognised
by the Lawwald Chamber of Business
and Towrdsm which honoured Rim with
its annual hospitalty awadd (i the srmall
cafegory) |ast year

Borrampanied] by Saiti

a'kgmn wéep

Im thie meantime, his passion for bourism
and Ws pravines, comtmues to drive him and
makes bt job sooworthvbile, | @m posithe
that these initiatives will apen new doars for
tauremm ard i Loes 10 The aea

Encgisities; Sertonio on Q83-2F0-H188 o
sl rksadniwananobours. Co LA ar
WAL FEW AR DD LT £ 0 FD

The Braille Walk |

Blind amd visually
impaired perscns will have
the sppartunity for a “rooch,
feel and smell” experienci
Thisy encludes the Kk
Braille trail as well a5 & NSt
b Kbl add wiala séephant
fetieat wiiere thene will be
spooriunities bo inberact
with thiesn glants of the
animial kingdcem I

The Flora Kingdom Tour

This includas varlous deshinationa such
a5 the worlg-renoaned Loswveld Botanical
Ganden, the so-called cycad foasst, a var o
elugter, a herb farm, &5 well as Other gaotic
plant-relsted destimations. The eoguiste
flowa and rereplaniy of Mpumalangs @nd tha
indigenpaic uses thereal in medicine, hood,
drinks and cosmetics, will be experienced on
this baum

The Genesis of Life Tour

This bour indludes wisits to areas wiere
traces af 1he st Bln on saeth, the oldest gold
o earth, as well az ancient feaslly, can be seen
{and touched) in the Mekanjwa Mountains The
toar also meluded visits 1o obd and operational
mines, gold parding snd stodpteling and live
tribeal performances arawnd a camgfing




